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\ 




1 . (currently amended): A method for using a computer to gather information of an end 
user's visits to web pages and a duration of each visit, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) monitoring the web page^ the end user visits; 

(b) recording the duration andWte of each visit monitored in said step (a); 

(c) saving information recordedW said step (b) in the end user's computer; 

(d) acquiring the end users' consegt to upload saved information: and 

(%) uploading saved infonnation iroon selective operation by the end user fixtm the end 
user's computer to a data processing compute^, the infomaation saved to the end user's computer 
in said step (c). 



2. (canceled) 

3. (previously presented): The method of claim l\ further comprising the steps of: 
classifying a subject matter of each web page vi^ted; and 
recording the subject matter in step(b). 

4. (previously presented); The method of claim 1 , where^ the information saved in step (c) 
is compressed and encrypted. 



5. (canceled) 



Received from < 919 808 1690 > at 10/16/03 1:28:56 PM [Eastern Dayllgtit Time] 



OFFICES 



10-16-03; 1 : 2 1 PM ; PR 1 EST t^W OFFICES ;919 306 l 690 



Appl. No. 09/497,006 



6. (previously presented):^ The method of claim 1 , wherein the information saved in said step 



(c) is stored under an end user's.user identificatioii code. 



7. (previously presented): The method of claim 6, wherein the user identification code is an 
Ipha-nunieric character. 



8. (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the step of uploading saved 
infomiation upon selective operation by the end user further comprises: 

requesting the end user to upload the^aved information upon expiration of a user defined 
time interval, the saved information further includesing URLs the user has previously visited and 
the duration of time the user has spent visiting these URLs; 
selecting to upload the saved information^ 

prompting the end user for its user identification code or user name; 
inputting the end user information on the endVuser's computer; and 
uploading the user identification code and the saved information to a data processing 

computer without receiving any information from the da^a processing computer to be displayed to 

the end user. 



9. (previously presented): The method of claim 8 fiirthcr\comprising the step: 
rewarding the end xiser for choosing to upload the saved mformation. 
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10. (currently amended): A computer comected to the Internet for gathering information as to 
which web pages an end user visits, the date of each visit, and the duration of each Adsit, the end 
user visiting web pages through a web browser, the system comprising: 
a user interface; 

\. a processor for running program code to monitor information from the web pages visited 

J jfby the web browser, the monitored information including URLs visited by the end user and the 
I duration of time spent visiting th^e URLs; and 

a first user database for storing the monitored information, said processor saving the 
monitored information to said first liser database, said processor operating to periodicaUy request 
the user at the expiration of a predefine time interval to Gctoct vyhethe r consent to uploading the 
monitored information to a data processing computer through the Intemet, said user interface 



displaying the periodic requests 



to the usCT, 



11. (previously presented): The computenof claim 10 wherein monitored information is 
paired with an end user's user identification code. 

1 2 . (previously presented) : The computer of claim 1 0 wherein the processor passively 
monitors a TCP/IP stack protocol to retrieve the monitored information. 

1 3 . (previously presented): The computer of claim 1 o\wherein the processor monitors the web 
browser cache to retrieve the monitored information. 
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14. (previously presented): The computer of claim 10 wherein the monitored information is 
compressed and enci^ted before being uploaded. 



15. (previously presented): The computer of claim 10 further comprising: 

a second database foi\storing user identification information including a user identification 
code, said user identification code being used as a key to relate corresponding monitored 
information in the first user dataokse with the user identification information. 



16. (currently amended): A data sWem accessed through the Intemet for processing end 
users' Intemet visits to web pages and the duration of these visits, the system comprising: 

a first database storing user demographic information, said first database populated with 
user demographic information off-line and with end users' consent; 

a processor for receiving uploaded monitored information fi^om an end user's computer, 
said monitored information including the URLs vifeited by end users and the dxuation of time spent 
visiting these URLs, said monitored information being received after soloctoblo op e ration 
bvac quiring consent to upload said monitored information from an end user, said processor 
organizing the received monitored information according tp user demographic information stored 
in said first database; and 

a second database for storing the organized informatio^. 
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1 7. (previously prerented): The data system of claim 16 wherein the processor is operative to 
receive monitored information without transmitting any information which would be displayed to 
an end user. 

1 8. (previously presented): rhe data system of claim 16 wherein the demographic information 
'and the monitored information include an end user identification code for matching monitored 
information with demographic information. 



19. (previously presented): The data system of claim 16 wherein the demographic information 
comprises the end user's age, sex, ethnicity\nationality, physical disability, and address. 



20. (currently amended): A method for using a data processing system for processing end 
users* Internet visits to web pages and the duratioij of these visits, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) storing end users* demographic data in a fi^t database of the data processing computer; 

(b) receiving uploaded monitored information &om an end user*s computer wherein said 
monitored information including the URLs visited by ena users and the duration of time spent 
visiting these URLs, said monitored information is-being received after selectable 
operation acquirina consent to uplo^Ki said monitored information fromb v an end user; 

(c) matching the monitored information with the storeAend user information; and 

(d) organizing the received monitored information according to the stored end user 
demographic data. 
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(e) repeating steps (b) to (d) for more than one end user. 




21 , (previously present^): The method of claim 20 wherein in said matching step comprises 
the step of; 

comparing an end userUdentification code stored with the end user information with an end 
user identification code carried in the uploaded monitored information. 



22. (previously presented): Thcymethod of claim 20 wherein end users' demographic data 
comprises an end user's age, sex, ethmcity, nationality, physical disability, and address. 
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